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Robert Porco (who conducts
this year’s concert in Coving-
ton’s Cathedral Basilica). Be-
cause the festival skipped a
few seasons, this officially is
its 90th season — an impres-
sive record for any organiza-
tion.

“I think it speaks to the
strength of the tradition, and

‘DUm never saying to myself, “What
do I have to say about this piece,

what’s my take:

¢

To me, that’s too

self-centerved. To me, the center is
always the piece of music.’

James Conlen

Mendelssohn’s oratorio, “Eli-
jah,” which closes it.
Conlon has not led “Eli-

minute they start conducting
the “Requiem,” said Conlon -
who has led 44 productions

which Conlon describes as
“hair-raising,” was performed
just once before at the festi-
val,in 1985.

The second weekend will
open on May 27 with a beau-
tiful but rarely heard work by
Mabhler: “Das klagende Lied”
(Song of lamentation). The
May Festival’s nod to the
100th anniversary of Mah-
ler’s death is “the Cain and
Abel story — do you like fairy
tales? It’s a fairy tale,” Conlon

to the strength of Cincinnati-  jah” at the festival in 15 years. of 16 Verdi operas in 380 per- ~ said. Besides that, the per-
ans’ sense of pride, that they  His view of a work may formances. (He recently formance will include the de-
have.something very spe- change over time not only started compiling a list.) but of a major new star, mez-

cial,” Conlon said. “The tradi-
tion is a marriage of amateur
choir singing — amateur in a
positive sense - together
with one of the great Ameri-
can orchestras in one of
America’s great halls. That
marriage of the people sing-
ing is something that comes
out of our heritage in the
United States and out of Eu-
ropean heritage. There's
hardly any place in this coun-
try that can point to anything
equivalent of this.”

He will be revisiting two of
choral music’s most majestic
works, Verdi’s “Requiem,”
which opens the festival, and

because of maturity, but also
because of the “cumulative
effect,” he said. “You may not
have done ‘Elijah’ in 15 years,
but if you start to count up
the performances you've
done of (Mendelssohn’s)
‘Italian’ Symphony, ‘Scottish’
Symphony, the first sympho-
ny, ‘Die erste Walpurgis-
nacht;’ and those thousands
of violin concerti that you
have accompanied - you
know, it has a cumulative ef-
fect,” he said.

Similarly, with Verdi's “Re-
quiem,” if a conductor is
steeped in the greatest oper-
as of Verdi, you can tell the

On the festival’s second
evening, Conlon will conduct
Dvorak’s “Te Deum” for his
first time. It was last per-
formed in 1993 ~ when leg-
endary maestro Robert Shaw
canceled at the 11th hour.

“They flew me in on the
Concorde in order to conduct
the Brahms Requiem without
arehearsal,” he recalled.
“Keith Lockhart had done
the rehearsals that week, and
he conducted the ‘Te Deum.’
So [ owe that one a return.”

The second night includes
Janacek’s “Glagolitic Mass,”
with the sensational organist
Paul Jacobs. The work,

zo-soprano Ekaterina
Semenchuk. -

The Grammy Award-win-
ning conductor has won nu-
merous honors, but whether
it's “Elijah” or Dvorak’s “Te
Deum,” Conlon’s goal is al-
ways to let the music shine
over his own ego. “The goal
is always to be completely
open as an interpretive vessel
for that work. I'm always go-
ing in that direction. I'm nev-
er saying to myself, “What do
I have to say about this piece,
what's my take? ” he said.
“To me, that's too self-cen-
tered. To me, the center is al-
ways the piece of music.”

Says James Conlon of the festival: “There's hardly any place in
this country that can point to anything equivalent of this.”

is is the 138th year of the May
See CONLON, Page D6

Festival, showcasing the all-volunteer

Mozart, Bach, Schubert or Mendels-
May Festival O}loms prepared by

any of our classical works - Haydn,
sohn - will fit.”

a .. =
m 85 5 Bl @ = cs.w L | D ' % =
& ; oilE s T C = o C,.MCO -4 ¢ Bt .5
= X = (=IA) o — 2
i % 85,585 988a8,88, 09 0gfs.fesgbef8E, 28 3
2 MBEPPE? LoV 80 g lsm.cmhurHstnunwt_bPMeMﬂ. =
€. o N x5 S8R 2 HeEgoEwic 2B . L EPEL L8 EuuLaanaogEsEd
EE O O O . ESEs8E SooBHEass hmm%wmmoammuﬁmMmmmm.mmmmnnmm
° = L BWo R 2o =T R =] S Ig9 A c 00U > Eo0¥Mm
= O S = 3 oo 2o o a.m& <o W B ﬂmYIOOd Co—-wg SE{8ES W= j2
= =g ogcoE0 25O ov Sy Sowc . o= 2= o hE S Lw 3 r .~
22w C O O - (S d= oty Pas I9p g0 EQ el U 5S5SgWU 80 n ., QmA T Yoy
o =g WO o X ? ;@< g 2 O.Utm HCMRUHOW.lOpCFE.aME e
= T u A__ u LR g =8 mg R - = TR s i = EgzSsStog 5C 22 a0 L dmEfnuw 858
a2 . = Lo naw Lege R =] a = cG52 P ow.g
fai=at) . GW WtSW,am = FEbanC (-t 5= 3 L= [ L @ g TR g >»28.c
Pmﬂ d m =3 m%&MwH Mm.mmw,mm.qum oIS EE2EzS etWrenmmmmmmwmmw
= 7] R =g o e =291 = : z =5 82T e S|
@ = = (== = oS o o e oo S =T )= o R, ]
258 0 A 5 Bf sEi el deiiiiii o SEabriietas
w — (<5} L5 5 o= < t — o =8 — 5] o of
s ° 8 OSCEL S esTLSEL g meEHE o 2o
22 () O S &% ggefefeifgcacgs, B SRS E2EE=L 8%
S s = T eS80 w o 4NE0 0k, - C¥WSugESR S
88 QN g 0 U ERSCEEiiiictyy g L ITH Rk
o ER=R AT “Cw, E—=wd [ -t LR oz =]
Wy Y Ctd&lauoatt B“ R b= o=
5 "L dr-Zoe_aLE5Lg &y 28 amatagr o-.
mWC ]ﬁ T fesmugey Sl cabnS82dg oy
3= =l EL BESS28C3h ".aa SZESHRQLE £F
E - . - Ae-
e O e B ) M“




